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Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) Development Policy

1. Introduction

At the Nursery School, we recognise that the early years (ages 2-5) are a formative and
impressionable stage in every child’s life. During this period, children begin to make sense of
themselves and the world around them. Their values, attitudes, and understanding of
community begin to take shape.

Through a nurturing, play-based curriculum and partnership with families, we ensure that
each child develops spiritually, morally, socially and culturally. This supports their emotional
well-being, prepares them for future learning, and helps them grow into kind, reflective and
responsible individuals.

This policy is informed by the Department for Education (DfE) and the Ofsted Education
Inspection Framework (EIF), which highlight the importance of SMSC development and
personal growth in early education.

2. Aims

We aim to:

- Provide a secure, caring and stimulating environment where every child feels valued.

- Nurture curiosity, self-awareness and a love of learning.

- Support children to understand right and wrong, fairness and respect.

- Build confidence, empathy and a sense of belonging within the community.

- Celebrate cultural and individual diversity.

- Work closely with parents and carers, recognising that they are their child’s first and most
important educators.

- Prepare children for life in modern Britain through the active promotion of British Values.

3. Legislative Framework

This policy is underpinned by:

- Education Act 2002 (Section 78)

- Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (2024)

- Ofsted Education Inspection Framework (2025)

- Promoting Fundamental British Values as Part of SMSC in Schools (DfE, 2014)

4. Implementation and Curriculum Overview

SMSC development is woven throughout our curriculum and daily routines, particularly
through the areas of:

- Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)



- Communication and Language
- Understanding the World

Learning opportunities are delivered through play, conversation, creative activities and
exploration both indoors and outdoors, including Forest and Beach School experiences.

Spiritual Development

Children are encouraged to:

- Use imagination and creativity in their learning.

- Experience awe, wonder and curiosity about the world.

- Explore feelings and express emotions safely and positively.

- Take time for stillness and reflection through yoga, mindfulness and ‘thinking spaces’.
- Develop self-awareness and appreciation for the natural environment.

- Learn about and celebrate a range of religious and cultural festivals such as Christmas,
Diwali, Hanukkah, Chinese New Year and Eid.

- Build resilience and confidence through “have-a-go” learning experiences.

Examples of provision:

- Quiet reflection areas and sensory rooms.

- Story time and group discussion exploring emotions and beliefs.

- Forest and outdoor learning to promote unity with nature.

- Creative exploration through music, dance and art.

- Mindset and resilience teaching (e.g. “have a go” and “I can” attitudes).

Moral Development

Children are supported to:

- Recognise right and wrong and understand consequences.

- Learn to make good choices and consider the feelings of others.

- Show respect for others and their environment.

- Develop honesty, empathy and fairness.

- Begin to manage their own behaviour and solve conflicts constructively.

Examples of provision:

- Restorative conversations using calm, supportive language.

- Circle times exploring fairness, kindness and respect.

- Charity and community giving, such as Harvest donations or Children in Need.

- Using stories like The Rainbow Fish or Inside Out to explore moral themes.

- Creative art exploring equality and diversity (e.g. Rangoli patterns, self-portraits).

Social Development

Children are encouraged to:

- Form friendships, cooperate and take turns.

- Develop a sense of belonging within the nursery community.

- Express their thoughts and feelings confidently and respectfully.
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- Take on small responsibilities such as “helper” or “tidy-up leader”.
- Participate in shared celebrations, community events and group projects.
- Support and care for one another through play and peer modelling.

Examples of provision:

- Forest and Beach School sessions encouraging teamwork and cooperation.
- Circle time and role play to develop communication and social confidence.
- Community visits (e.g. library, local park, care home).

- Intergenerational projects and “random acts of kindness”.

- Transition links with local primary schools.

Cultural Development

Children are supported to:

- Take pride in their own family background and traditions.

- Learn about and respect other cultures, beliefs and ways of life.

- Experience music, art, food and stories from a variety of communities.
- Develop awareness of Britain’s local and national heritage.

- Participate in creative and cultural opportunities within the local area.

Examples of provision:

- “Cultural Suitcases” and family trees to explore identity and belonging.
- Celebrating world festivals and special days.

- Visits to museums, libraries, and cultural performances.

- Local heritage projects and community art events.

- Exploring diverse stories, artefacts and traditional crafts.

5. Promoting British Values in the Early Years

We recognise that children aged 2-5 years are at an early but crucial stage in developing an
understanding of values and citizenship. We promote British Values through
age-appropriate experiences, stories and routines that reflect fairness, inclusion and
democracy.

Democracy:
- Children make choices about activities, vote for stories or songs, and share their opinions
at group time. Staff model listening and valuing everyone’s voice.

Rule of Law:
- We use our simple rules - Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible - to help children
understand why rules exist and how they keep us safe and happy.

Individual Liberty:
- Children are encouraged to make choices, express opinions, and take risks safely in their



play, fostering independence and confidence.

Mutual Respect:
- Staff model positive behaviour, kindness, and cooperation. Children learn to listen to others
and celebrate differences.

Tolerance of Those with Different Faiths and Beliefs:
- Through stories, celebrations, and visits, children learn about different faiths, festivals and
cultural traditions. Parents are invited to share artefacts, foods and experiences from home.

6. Partnership with Parents and Carers

We recognise that parents and carers are a child’s first and most important educators.
We work closely with families to:

- Share information about children’s progress and experiences.

- Celebrate home languages, traditions and cultural backgrounds.

- Encourage parental involvement in festivals, trips and charity events.

- Provide home learning activities to extend SMSC development beyond nursery.

This partnership ensures that children experience consistent messages about respect,
kindness and belonging both at home and in nursery.

7. Assessment and Monitoring

SMSC development is assessed through:

- Observations and interactions during play and learning.
- Learning Journals and Floorbooks

- Staff reflection and discussion at planning meetings.

- Feedback from parents and community partners.

- Evidence from displays, photos and children’s voice.

Appendices

1. Curriculum



SMSC Curriculum

Nursery School - How we promote Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural development in our

School

Opportunities are created for the development of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development through the curriculum,
particularly through Communication & Language, Understanding the World and PSED, and in other wider school opportunities.

Spiritual Development

Our children will be given the opportunity to.

Use imagination and creativity in their learning

Foster emotional resilience and understanding and expression of feelings
Develop capacity for critical and independent thought

Sustain self-esteem in learning experiences

Develop curiosity in their learning

Experience moments of stillness and reflection

Discuss beliefs, feelings, values and responses to personal experiences
Reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life

Foster an enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world
around them

Moral Development

Our children will be given the oppol

Recognise the unique value of eac
Listen and respond appropriately
Take initiative and act responsibly

Develop and apply an understandit
school

Manage their own behaviour
Show respect for each other
Show respect for the environmen
Understand the consequence of t
Make appropriate and informed d
Gain the confidence to cope with

Social Development

Cultural Development




Our children will be given the opportunity to;

Our children will be given the oppol

Develop an understanding of their individual and group identity e Develop an understanding of their

Develop a positive self-image and an awareness of their rights and responsibilities
Form and maintain worthwhile and satisfying relationships

Learn to show friendly behaviour, cooperate and collaborate with others, take turns and
listen to another viewpoint

Develop awareness of own feelings and the needs and feelings of others

Learn strategies to resolve conflict and to compromise

Learn to be effective communicators (including the use of augmentative systems)

Help others in school and the wider community

Develop personal qualities valued in society e.g. honesty, consideration, independence and
self-respect

Exercise leadership and responsibility

Take part in a range of activities requiring social skills

Learn about social and cultural di
Recognise the value and richness
Begin o develop an understandin
Respond positively to a range of
the school

cpiritual Devel

Examples of how the curriculum supports this;

The school has a ‘cultural and beliefs' plan which is published on the schools website so parents can access. We celebrate
different festivals and cultures, ranging from our Christian festivals such as Christmas and Easter, Saints day such as St.
George, Chinese New Year, the Hindu and Sikh festival of Diwali and the Jewish Festival of Hanukkah. We also adjust our
plan to recognise the faiths and cultures of children and families within the school and community.

We set up 'thinking' spaces. Quiet areas that allow children to have space and time. These contain a range of books and
resources.

Throughout the nursery is a range of range of books reflecting different mindset, cultures, beliefs and differences

The outdoor area and Forest School area allows children to explore their unity with nature in an atmosphere of
acceptance, understanding and freedom. Making emotional connections with nature and learning. In the summer many
children go 'barefoot’ again supporting their well-being and relaxation.

Examples of how the curriculum s

The school has three rules
restorative scripts for sup
create their own rules to s
The core rules of Sunshine
interaction and become int
The school'’s behaviour poli
consequences of their acti
time. With the developme
child to rectify and develo
The children regularly disc
and songs at singing; they




The curriculum is planned to support the long-term mental health of our children; we aim to develop strategies that will
support the children in their next stage of their educational journey and beyond. Such as the promotion of 'mind-set
theory’, yoga and self-regulation techniques. This encourages children to ‘have a go’, risk take, have the ‘freedom to
learn’ whilst developing openness and a natural zest for laughter and enjoyment. This builds resilience, the ability to cope
and possess persistence.

The organisation of the day allows sharing of experiences at group time, for children to develop responsibility

The Sensory room offers an emotional haven where children can learn to self -regulate.

A sense of the passing of time in relation to festival seasons can be developed, and children can use all of their senses
when finding out about, and making their own different festival foods, fabrics and artefacts.

Many festivals are perfectly attuned to children's sense of wonder at the natural world, and their need to be tranquil at
times. Many stories told at festival time emphasise a reverence for nature, for example, the story of the early life of the
Buddha at Wesak. Such stories are ideal for giving children opportunities to be “curious, enthusiastic, engaged and tranquil,
so developing a sense of inner-self and peace”.

1 to 1 support given to support nurture and moral guidance. Circle time, snack, story time and adult led group time are all
used to promote and model expectations and give children 'scripts’.

Knowledge of the world and science teaching gives children the opportunity to focus on nature and the natural world. The
children hatch butterfly's, grow and care for seeds, plants and the school allotment and take part in ecological
projects such as hydroponics, water preservation, recycling and composting.

Children in group time talk about similarities and differences and life experiences. They compare with each other, 'Friends
at St Edmonds’ and the other nursery schools in East Riding and images and stories within the nursery.

Children develop a deepened sense of self-worth and belonging through joyful, nurturing interactions in Sunshine Circles,
supporting emotional well-being and a felt sense of connection to others.

Engage in activities that promote warmth, kindness, and cooperative joy, children build the foundations of trust and
self-esteem that underpin spiritual development and reflection.”

In addition on a daily basis activities and areas are planned to promote

Critical thinkers and autonomous learners
Positive self-image

Photographs, artwork, artefacts

Bonding with parents

Sense of place

Nurture groups

Develop responsibility

Immersive learning opportunities

Quest for knowledge & curiosity

Awe and wonder

Search, question and reflect

Creative activities; promoting Joy and wonder of
art and nature

Absorbed in play

Joyous experience of achievement, sense of
pride

The children regularly tak
about others beyond their
cultural experiences, such
people Zakat-ul-Fitr (mone
Listening to stories at fes
re-tell and re-enact the st
‘Inside Out' characters F
manage behavior. Emotionc
sorting games and feeling
The studio art area encou
artwork important to diffe
tones, hair colour.

Children experience moral
respect, responsibility, anc
Sunshine Circles help child
how actions affect others

In addition on a regular basis act

Age appropriate responsib
Circle Time

Voice of the Child

Class Monitors

Singing in the local Commu
Positive Behaviour

Charity appeals

Nurture groups-strong em
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Social Development

Examples of how the curriculum supports this:

e At our school, we recognise that many of our children begin their educational journey with limited experiences of life beyond the local area. This gap
in lived experiences can impact their ability to relate to the wider world, develop vocabulary, and access learning fully. Central Experiences are
carefully designed, hands-on, real-world activities that help to close this gap.

e  Children all have Forest School Principles embedded in to the curriculum. Forest school sessions, which take place across the year. Weather
permitting all children attend 'Outdoor Visits' across the year.

e  The Forest school curriculum places emphasis on holistic development and have significant benefits on personal and social wellbeing, as well as
providing incredible learning opportunities. These include den making, bridge building, problem solving, cooking and talking around the fire, art
projects, rock balancing, paddling and sand sculptures.

e  We have an imaginative approach to helping children experience festivals and celebrations can support their learning in many areas. By explaining to
others how they celebrate a festival or take part in a celebration, a child's self-confidence and self-esteem is developed, and children's awareness
of, and respect for, others’ beliefs is nurtured. We regular share special foods together, listen to music and dance. Role-play is regularly
used to teach stories.

e  We offer children, the opportunity of sharing the joy of others' festivals and celebrations we can give them a gateway into a world of mutual
understanding and shared human values. During circle time experiences are shared, artefacts explored and images shown.

e  We recognise parents as a child's first educator and support this through our Boromi Play Bags. These bags of fer playful, purposeful activities that
families can enjoy together, helping to build strong early foundations in language, communication, and social development. Each bag includes all the
resources needed, promoting shared learning, creativity, and positive interaction at home. Boromi helps embed high-quality play into everyday life,
supporting parents to engage meaningfully with their child's learning.

e  Children also regularly complete 'random acts of kindness’, encouraging empathy, community connection, and a wider sense of belonging beyond the
classroom.Children are aware of the nursery rules and become ‘helpers’ often supporting the younger children with learning rules and ‘modelling’ the
expected behavior. Children can often be heard saying to other 'we don't do that because we need to keep safe’, or ‘walking feet inside'.

Children are regularly given 'jobs' such as register, taking messages, working in pairs.
Children are given 'choices’ and asked to consider their own and friends preferences.

e  For children in the early stages of communication (often non-verbal) ‘intensive interactions’, intervention and friendship groups are used to support,

model and teach the key skills.

Puppets are used to support social stories. Social stories are taught.

Yoga, Mindfulness and Growth mindset strategies are used to support attachment and emotional outbursts allowing children to ‘reset’
appropriately, particularly following conflict.

Restorative practice supports children with scripts and managing behavior and conflict.

e  Sunshine Circles foster secure peer relationships through structured, cooperative play that teaches children how to connect, take turns, and enjoy
shared activities in a non-verbal, experiential way.

In addition activities are planned, such as -

Examples of how the curricu

Each year the childr
throughout the year
The environment ref
nursery, we set up 'c
/ objects that are it
sense of place, share
and learning. Last ye
We recognise that B
the other nursery sc
children to compare
Group times allow ch
recognise the value ¢
kitchen utensils etc.
Throughout the year
storytellers and mu
We celebrate differ
Christmas and East
Diwali and the Jewis
We believe there ar:
Whether they relate
significant role in th
community and wider
Another valuable les
about others outside
visiting elderly peor
Eid-ul-Fitr, and helpi
Sunshine Circles foc
experiencing belongi

In addition on a regular basi

Creative context we
Visits within the locc
Visiting Authors - Al
Musical performance
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External school visits

Internal school visits - police, lifeboat crew, local councilors, Mayor, dentist, artists, sports coach, story tellers, theatre, often focusing on
up-holding rules and democracy.

Transition visits to school - termly visit from receiving teacher and in summer term a program of visits in timetables. Tri-school.

Charity support - Children in Need, Help the Aged, Walk for Water, Diabetes Action, NSPCC

Extending community links - Intergeneration project, visiting residential homes, cooking club, Baby & Toddler group, Remembrance Sunday, Holiday
community days

Sports days - obstacle race for charity, annual sports day for parents,

Cultural / Diversity
Partnership with Not
projects.

Assessment of SMSC

SMSC spreads across all curricular areas, but particular aspects can be tracked through children's Learning Journeys and

electronic profiles:

Spiritual (This links o Characteristics of Effective Learning & Understanding the World - People & Communities)

Moral (This links to PSED & Understanding the World)
Social (This links to PSED)
Cultural (This links to Understanding the World - People & Communities)
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